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Also showing in the Georgian Gallery:

James Cumming
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While these special exhibitions are separate, they share an approach to drawing and painting that is predicated on careful analysis, observation and attention to detail. Although embodying distinct ideas, both artists’ work treats painting as a means to translate and carry information. Turnbull’s contemporary abstract paintings take charts and scientific diagrams and distil from them colour, rhythm and pattern, to create images of startling clarity and beauty. Cumming’s work brings together careful research with the complex visual language of various artistic movements of the last century to create abstracted figurative images and a multifaceted dialogue with Modern Art.

Describing her exhibition Alison Turnbull has said:

My exhibition at Talbot Rice brings together recent paintings and drawings, shown in the White Gallery, with a new installation created for the Round Room. The exhibition is conceived as a lexicon of looking, a series of encounters that are displaced and then echoed as one moves through the different rooms and spaces. Painting and drawing are in close and constant dialogue. Drawing is a testing ground and a working method, and found drawings provide source material for the larger paintings. Most of these paintings take the night sky - or rather the ways in which we observe and map the night sky - as their starting point. Indeed, the whole gallery becomes a kind of observatory, a place for concentrated looking. 

Drawings on found sheets of graph paper, exercise books and scores are presented in three Drawing Tables. The apparent neutrality of the gridded papers, which I’ve been collecting for some years from places I visit, is nuanced and disrupted by the drawn systems I introduce.

The work conceived for the Round Room, which might be viewed as the culmination of the exhibition, is site-specific in various ways. Not only is it drawn and painted directly onto the room’s curved walls, but it is inspired by a manual, Werner’s Nomenclature of Colours, produced in Edinburgh in 1814. This colour manual, functioning as a sort of 19th Century Pantone chart for scientists, was based on mineral specimens once used for teaching in the University and now in the collection of National Museums Scotland. A selection of these minerals and the colour manual are displayed as part of the installation.
Alison Turnbull was born in Bogotá, studied at Bath Academy of Art and now lives and works in London. She has had solo exhibitions since the late 1980s and her work has been shown internationally. She is represented by Matt’s Gallery, London.
James Cumming, Georgian Gallery
“James Cumming's unique and unmistakable style and his stature as an artist made him a major figure in Scottish painting for over thirty years. The pictorial language he created evolved out of Post-Cubism and produced an idiom of expressive distortions within a powerfully controlled structure and impeccable craftsmanship. His colour sense could be strangely beautiful and haunting, the paintings wrought with immense care - a French belle-peinture of its own.” 
The Independent, 28 Jan, 1991
Including rarely seen works, based upon his experiences in Edinburgh, the Borders, India and America, this exhibition celebrates the achievements of James Cumming (1922-1991) RSA, RSW. In addition to finished paintings, sketchbooks and preparatory materials will reflect the level of research and design that went into his work. Cumming’s approach to making art, which has been described as ‘part- archaeological, part- sociologically-scientific’, was exacting and erudite. The resulting mix of figurative and abstract elements are complex and beautiful and do not fit neatly within any one category.

Cumming was a student and subsequently a tutor at Edinburgh College of Art and was elected Academician of the Royal Scottish Academy in 1970. His work, as an artist, a tutor and an inspirational figure, have had a lasting legacy and continue to influence those touched by his intense, idiosyncratic manner.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Further Information 
· Members of the press are welcome to view the exhibition between 11 and 3pm on Friday 9 March, or by appointment.

· For image or interview requests, please contact 
shawn.coulman@ed.ac.uk

Marketing & Education Assistant

T: 0131 651 4784

F: 0131 650 2213

W: www.trg.ed.ac.uk
· Visitors can access the gallery either through the University of Edinburgh’s quadrangle on South Bridge, or by West College Street from Chambers Street. 

Notes to Editors

· The University of Edinburgh, of which Talbot Rice Gallery is part, must be mentioned in any articles. Thank you. 

· Since its foundation in 1975, Talbot Rice Gallery has made a commitment to showing work by Scottish and International artists and has a pursued a policy of excellence in exhibitions and audience development.   As part of the University of Edinburgh, one of the worlds top universities, Talbot Rice Gallery is an influential player in the cultural landscape of Scotland and has a growing international reputation.
· The Year of Creative Scotland 2012 will spotlight and celebrateScotland¹s cultural and creative strengths on a world stage and is a Scottish Government initiative led in partnership by EventScotland, VisitScotland, Creative Scotland and VOCAL.
· More information and resources to help businesses engage with Year of Creative Scotland are available at visitscotland.org/yearofcreativescotland-toolkit
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